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TURNER, Alexander George 

 
Lance Sergeant, R/9363, 
1st Battalion, King's Royal Rifle Corps 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of Death: Saturday 17th February 1917 
Died of his wounds  
Cemetery: Regina Trench  
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 18 years 

 
Frederick Eley and Alexander George, the 
sons of Fred and Selina Turner, were born 
in Haverhill on the 15th November 1896 and 
22nd August 1898 respectively.  Both were 
baptised at St Mary’s Church shortly after 
their births. 
 
Father Fred was born at Lavenham where 
the family were long established and 
worked as bricklayers. However, Fred, the 
youngest of a family of eight, was to break 
with tradition and became a Brewer’s Agent 
for Greene King at Haverhill.  He lodged 
near the railway station, which then 
connected with Lavenham, but the 
business was at 15 High Street where 
Boots is today. 
 
 

 
Mother Selina was born at Nottingham in 1871, 
the daughter of George and Selina Johnson.  
The family moved to Haverhill by 1888 with 
George the Innkeeper of the Greyhound, at 12 
High Street.  So, close by and with much in 
common, Fred and Selina met and were 
married on 26th December 1893 at St Mary’s 
Church, Haverhill.  Their two sons were born, in 
the family home above the shop (pictured 
centre).  
 
Sadly, grandfather George died before Alexander was born but the boys spent some 
ten years growing up in Haverhill with their family, including sisters Edith and Grace, 
around them.  Then in 1909 grandmother Selina died and, tragically, their father 
passed away too, on 18th January 1910 aged just 41.  He was buried in Haverhill 
Cemetery close to George and Selina.  Without husband and parents to support her, 
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Selina & children had, by 1911, moved back to Nottingham and Frederick, now aged 
14, was working as a Building Contractor’s Clerk whilst Alexander was still at school. 
 
Alexander Turner enlisted in Nottingham and joined the 1st Battalion Kings Royal 
Rifle Corps, as a Rifleman, No R/9363, on 14th January 1915, as recorded in his Boy 
Scouts Diary.  Like his brother Frederick he too served in France & Flanders and 
rose to the rank of Corporal, then Lance Sergeant.  Following the Battle of the 
Somme the Germans were withdrawing to the Hindenburg Line  and in February 
1917 Alexander’s battalion was involved in the advance across previously occupied 
territory.  
 
The battalion war diary tells us that an attack on enemy trenches on 17th February 
was carried out by 1st K.R.R. and 23rd Royal Fusiliers, with 22nd  Royal Fusiliers in 
support and 1st Royal Berks in Reserve. In the assembly area they found that the 
existing trench was only 4 feet deep and in places there was no trench at all causing 
the men to shelter in shell holes. Besides the thaw causing slippery ground, shelling 
and uncut wire hampered progress and many platoons of all battalions were soon 
out of position. German Machine Gun fire caused many casualties and the Battn had 
20 casualties before zero hour. It was during action on 17th February 1917 that 
Alexander sustained the wounds that he was to die from. 

 
 
 
He is buried in the Regina Trench Cemetery, 
Grandcourt, near Courcellette, also close to the 
river Somme and just 35 miles from where his 
brother Frederick was buried.   
 
 
 
His grave is inscribed: 
  

SPLENDID YOU PASSED 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Lance Sergeant Turner was 
awarded the British War Medal 
and Victory Medal.  
 
 
 
 



Haverhill Roll Of Honour (1914-1919) 

 Suffolk Family History Society – Haverhill Group  

Their mother Selina lived in Nottingham until her death on 14th May 1949.  She was 
buried in her husband’s grave and on their gravestone are inscribed Frederick’s & 
Alexander’s names.  Also named are their daughters, Edith, who died on 17th 
February 1979, & Grace, who died on 1st May 1991 and was also buried there. 
 
With the help of the Royal British Legion, Haverhill Branch, the names of Frederick 
Turner and Alexander Turner were added to the Haverhill War Memorial in 2003. 

 

Frederick Eley TURNER (1896-1918)                      Alexander George TURNER (1898-1917) 
 

 
‘SPLENDID YOU PASSED, THE GREAT SURRENDER MADE’ 

 
(As inscribed on their parents’ gravestone) 


